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Task 1: Humor-aware IR

Approach
• Hybrid retrieval of BM25 + BGE-M3 raw combination
• Post processing with English RoBERTa pun classifier
• Reweighted with normalised F1 score
• RRF + mDeBERTa-v3 pun probability
• Evaluated with the MAP



Task 1: Humor-aware IR

Results & Conclusion
• RRF with continuous pun probability scores best 

overall.
• Post processing with RoBERTa pun classifier and 

reweighted with normalised F1 score improves MAP 
over baseline



Task 2: Wordplay Translation 

Approach
• Finetuned translation models
• Multilingual vs French-specific classifier with human evaluation
• Reused mDeBERTa-v3-base pun detector from Task 1
• Compared larger translation backbones
• Evaluated with pun-location, BLEU and F1 score
• Extended to American Sign Language



Task 2: Wordplay Translation 

Results & Conclusion
• Scaling up does not help
• Content already preserved
• CamemBERT scores better on pun classification
• Bottleneck: candidate pool
• Sign language output was not sufficiently 

interpretable



Task 3: Onomastic Wordplay Translation

Approach
• MarianMT translation model
• Rule based to scan the description on a cue

• No cue = copy
• No cue = MarianMT fallback

• Evaluated with exact match score only



Task 3: Onomastic Wordplay Translation

Results & Conclusion
• MarianMT without context performs worst
• Adding context improves slightly on the 

baseline
• Rarely a cue to fallback to



Task 4: Humor Generation

Approach
• Instruction-tuned LLMs were asked to generate 6 

candidates
• Reranked with:

• The mDeBERTa-v3-base humour-detection 
classifier

• Brief’s content words present in the candidate
• Ambiguity score
• Distinctiveness score

• English generations evaluated by human annotators



Task 4: Humor Generation

Results & Conclusion
• Human evaluation: outputs are often 

natural sounding and correctly use the 
target pun word, but a lot less humorous

• Best model is Qwen2,5-32B-Instruct
• Larger models outperform smaller ones
• Encoder-decoder model underperform
• Reliable for structural correctness
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